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Factsheet No. 13

What does this word mean?


Here is a list of words often used about people from non-English speaking backgrounds with disability.
Asylum Seeker:

Describes people who arrive in Australia and then apply for protection from the Commonwealth Government to live in Australia and who are awaiting for a decision on their status as a refugee. 
CALD: 

Stands for ‘culturally and linguistically diverse’, and is most often used by the Commonwealth and State governments.  As everyone is culturally and linguistically diverse the phrase means little, but it is usually assumed to refer to non-Anglo-Australians. 
Cultural Diversity:


Describes the multicultural nature of the Australian community; or different ethnic communities; or in a broader sense, the community mix as a whole - a community made up of many different cultures (for example, youth culture, working class culture, bush culture).
Culture:

Means the shared ways of behaving or thinking about the world that people grow up with in their family and community
ESB:


Stands for ‘English speaking background’
ESC:



Stands for ‘English speaking country’
Ethnic:


Is no longer used officially in NSW (for example, Ethnic Affairs Commission is now the Community Relations Commission) but usually means people born in a NESC or people whose parents were born in a NESC (1st and 2nd generation NESB).  It is also used about food and clothing.  Most often ‘ethnic’ is about:

· a sense of personhood;

· sharing common ‘cultural’ characteristics; and

· sharing language, behaviour, cultural practices and geographical area.
Lawful non-citizen:

A non-citizen (of Australia) who is in Australia and has a valid visa
LOTE:


Stands for ‘Language other than English’ spoken at home, often used by statisticians instead of or together with born in a NESC.
NESB:

Stands for non-English speaking background, and is used most often to describe people who were born in a country where the main language/culture is not English/Anglo (known as first generation NESB) and the children of those people (known as second generation NESB).
NESC:


Stands for non-English speaking country
Migrant:

Describes people who (in most cases) go to live in a country by choice and can leave that country of choice and re-enter their country of origin. 
Multiculturalism:

Describes a policy based on rights and responsibilities.  In Australia, this policy was to replace the policy of assimilation.  The principles of multiculturalism are: loyalty to Australia; acceptance of the Australian system; and mutual respect.
Race:

Describes biological, inherited physical characteristics or potential or predisposition
Refugee: 

The 1951 United Nations Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees defines refugees as any person who ‘..owing to a well founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion, is outside the country of his nationality and is unable, or owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that country, or who, not having a nationality and being outside the country of his or her habitual residence, is unable, or owing to such fear, is unwilling to return to it’ (Article 1.2) (www.unhcr.org).

Temporary Protection Visa
TPVs were a special subclass of visa granted to people who arrived in Australia without a valid visa but who were later found to be refugees under the 1951 United Nations Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees.  TPVs were introduced by the Commonwealth Government in 1999 and were granted to refugees for 3 years only.  People with a TPV could get only limited basic services and family reunion (www.refugeecouncil.org.au). The Commonwealth Government abolished  TPVs in 2008. 
Unlawful non-citizen:

A non-citizen (of Australia) who is in Australia and does not have a valid visa

For more Information:

Multicultural Disability Advocacy Association of NSW (MDAA)

Address
PO Box 9381, 40 Albion Street, Harris Park   NSW 2150

telephone  
(02) 9891 6400 or 1800 629 072    
fax 

(02) 9635 5355  

e-mail  
mdaa@mdaa.org.au


website

www.mdaa.org.au
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