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Raising Kids Together kit to help locate support

A new kit launched today will help families from Afghanistan, Iraq and Sudan seek support for children with a disability.

The kit, comprising a DVD and booklet, was launched today by Lauren Murray, Executive Director of the Access Directorate within the Department of Ageing, Disability and Home Care (DADHC).

Six thousand of the kits have been translated into Arabic, Assyrian, Dinka, Dari and Juba-Arabic and English.

Minister for Disability Services Paul Lynch said the kit described common disabilities such as Autism Spectrum Disorder, sensory disability, brain injury and the various forms of physical disability such as paraplegia, polio and arthritis.

“It also stresses the importance of people with a disability being able to fully participate in the community,” Mr Lynch said.

“As well as giving valuable advice on working with health professionals, the kit also lists several agencies and explains the various types of support they provide and shows how people with limited knowledge of English can access the Translating and Interpreter Service,” he said.

“It also contains important information on people’s rights and responsibilities when accessing disability services,” Mr Lynch said.

“When using the DVD families will be able to choose a voice-over version of the text in their own language,” he said.
Mr Lynch urged people who were concerned their child might have a disability and needed help, to ask questions and not to delay in seeking advice.

“While asking questions might not be encouraged in some countries, it is valued in Australia,” he said.
The kit was produced for DADHC by the Multicultural Disability Advocacy Association with support from representatives of the Afghan, Iraqi and Sudanese communities in NSW.
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