


Huyen is in Year 2 at her local school. She has an intellectual 

disability and receives integration funding to support her 

enrolment in a regular classroom. Her mother believes she 

needs more support than the teacher can provide and wants her 

to attend a Support Class at a school in a nearby suburb. She 

has requested the move at two parent interviews: nine months 

later nothing has happened. Huyen’s mother doesn’t know why 

she has not been moved and worries that she is falling further 

behind, has no friends and is very unhappy.

“All I want is what’s best for my child.”



Key Issues:

For all key issues and recommendations, a full report is available at www.mdaa.org.au

•  Ensuring early diagnosis of disability and access to  
early intervention programs for students from a  
non-English speaking background (NESB) with 
disability and their parents.

•  Ensuring co-ordination and communication between 
different service sectors, such as health, education and 
disability is facilitated and accessible to all students 
from a NESB with disability and their parents.

•  Ensuring that all families from a NESB are aware  
of the educational choices available for their child  
with disability.

•  Ensuring clear, informative communication between 
the school system and parents from a NESB.

•  Ensuring the development of good educational 
practice, including effective implementation of 
multicultural perspectives across the curriculum of all 
classes, including support classes, SSP and for students 
with disability in regular classrooms.

•  Ensuring education is provided in a culturally  
competent way. 

•  Ensuring that waiting lists for support classes,  
Schools for Special Purposes (SSP) and support 
services for students with disability integrated  
into regular classrooms are reduced and managed 
equitably and transparently.

•  Ensuring policies and procedures are accessible to 
parents from a NESB.

•  Ensuring parents from a NESB who wish to change 
current arrangements for their child’s education are 
aware of and able to participate in the student review 
and reappraisal process that the school has in place.

•   Ensuring equitable distribution of funding for all 
students with disability, including students from a 
NESB with disability.

  Ensuring that the options available to students after 
completing their school education are effectively 
communicated to parents and students from a NESB. 


